
Luke Mitchell: Ex-detectives
claim convicted murderer is
innocent in new
documentary
The evidence surrounding the murder of
Midlothian teenager Jodi Jones has been
re-examined in Channel 5's new
documentary.
Claire Galloway

Two former detectives have claimed to reveal police
blunders that prove convicted murderer Luke Mitchell's
innocence.

The case of Midlothian teenager Jodi Jones, who
vanished in June 2003 aged just 14, is the focus of
Channel 5's new documentary, Murder in a Small Town.

Jodi's body was discovered near Easthouses by her
boyfriend Luke Mitchell, who was later convicted for her
murder after a 42-day trial.

However, the now 32-year-old Mitchell has protested his
innocence ever since his arrest as a 14-years-old.

Retired detectives John Sallens and Michael Neill were
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hired to re-examine thousands of pieces of evidence from
the case by Channel 5.

The ex-cops have claimed to have found “red flags” which
immediately cast major doubt on Mitchell’s guilt, reports
the Scottish Sun.

Neill said: “From the very start of the police investigation
Mitchell was treated differently.

“He was separated from the other three in the search
party. All four should have been forensically examined but
only Mitchell was.

“Mitchell was treated unfairly from the start. His statement
was the only one that was tape-recorded and it was
marked as ‘suspect’.”

Mitchell was convicted of Jodi's murder at age 16 in 2005
after a trial at the High Court in Edinburgh and was
ordered to serve at least 20 years behind bars.

When sentencing the teenager, Lord Nimmo Smith, said:
"It lies beyond any skill of mine to look into the black
depths of your mind. I can only look at what you have
done."

However, the investigators - who now run a detective
agency - have criticised how the crime scene was
managed.

Sallens said: “The body wasn’t covered so it was open to
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the elements overnight.

Handout photo issued by Lothian and Borders Police of murdered teenager Jodi

Jones. (Image: PA)

“The amount of evidence you can get from a crime scene
if handled properly is incredible. It would have been a
bloodbath, the injuries were horrendous.

“We think she was murdered elsewhere and dragged
there. The person who murdered her would have been
covered in blood.

“For Luke Mitchell to have done it he would have had to go
home, got changed and back out.



“But when he was examined he still had mud under his
nails which meant he hadn’t washed his hands and his
hair was still greasy so he hadn’t had a shower.

“He would have made his way home covered in blood but
no one saw him. This was a summer’s day.

“In the time frame the police gave its a physical
impossibility for him to have committed the murder. The
was no forensic evidence found on Mitchell or his house.

“The stated the time of death as 5.15pm but that’s unsafe
as the body was out all night open to the elements and
the pathologist did not arrive until the next morning.

“We know for a fact certain houses were not searched.
The whole scenario was that Jodi was pulled over a wall
but there were no forensics.”

Sallens claims officers believed Mitchell was guilty from
the outset, which he claims caused them to disregard
other potentially important evidence.

He said: “The police have started with a conclusion and
made things fit, their mindset caused them not to look at
other stuff.

“We have a very strong suspect but for legal reasons we
can’t say right now but we’ll see.”



Corinne Mitchell (right), mother of convicted killer Luke Mitchell outside

Edinburgh High Court (Image: PA)

Sallens continued: “We had to step back from it with an
open mind. We read through docs meticulously and
started the inquiry from scratch.

“We spent hours and hours reading everything. It took five
hours alone just to read the prosecution summing up the
document.”

Neill revealed that Mitchell had signed legal waivers so
that they could access documents and the detective
claimed: "There were a lot of things missing from what we
had access to".

He added: “I’ve not seen anything to prove to me Mitchell
definitely did not murder Jodi but I’ve also not seen
anything to prove beyond reasonable doubt that he did.



“There are however other people who appear to be as
much of a suspect if not more than he was.”

Sallens said: “We empathise with the family. Our heart
goes out to them. But at the end of the day there’s a boy
in jail who didn’t commit the crime.”
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However, the force has said they are "satisfied" that the
right man is in prison.

Police Scotland Detective Chief Superintendent Laura
Thomson said: “Following the discovery of 14-year-old
Jodi Jones’ body within a wooded area in Easthouses,
Midlothian, on 30th June 2003, a thorough investigation
was conducted by Lothian and Borders Police.

“Extensive forensic analysis was carried out along with
door-to-door inquiries and other investigative techniques
and a full report of the circumstances was submitted to
the COPFS.

“As a result, Luke Mitchell, who was 15 at the time, was
charged with Jodi’s murder, before being convicted and
sentenced in 2005.

“We are satisfied that we do not need to trace any other



individuals in connection with this investigation.”


